Chapter 4: Assessing the place: The road between Milas and Labraunda
1
As also set in the previous section, an analysis including the strengths, weaknesses, opportu nities and threats should be made as the second phase of planning and management of cultural routes. With this respect, in order to determine the necessities, adequacies, capabilities as well as the weaknesses and deficiencies, the road between Milas and Labraunda and its nearby environment should be analyzed. Accordingly, in this section of assessing the place; strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of the current status of the road between Milas and Labraunda and the cultural accumulation on and around it are identified and visualized with the help of the natural, man-made, tempo ral, social and cultural, functional, visual and aesthetic, economic, administrative and finally meaning and spiritual contexts.
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Under the heading of assessing the road between Milas and Labraunda, the current state of the ancient road is evaluated and cat egorized as strengths, weaknesses, opportuni ties and threats by giving reference to nine equally weighted contexts which are identified in the section of "understanding the place". As reflected in the categories of strengths and opportunities, the region and the road have rich and diverse assets and values. As also shown, especially the location, unique nature, nearby cultural accumulation, ongoing inhabitancy pattern, continuing social and cultural charac ter, different functions, visually and aesthetically rich charm, economic sustainability, leg ends and memories of the road between Milas and Labraunda should be underlined as crucial assets for the region.
However, the road between Milas and Labraunda were transformed into a transpor tation path together with static components including non-valuable structures and/or units by the existing weaknesses and threats with the negative effects of modern days. Especially, the unused and/or empty areas, the non-visible state, difficult accessibility conditions, lack of care and lack of holistic presentation, currently unused situation, disappearing social and cul tural values, lack of agencies and organizations working to improve the general condition, the present usage and function of the road, lack of visual and aesthetic integrity, insufficient financial sources and lack of available equip ment of the key interest groups and partners, deficiency of the current conservation, planning and development activities, physical components of the cultural accumulation that are not legally registered, new construction works that are not compatible with the historical mean ing and spiritual context and high vehicular use of the road between Milas and Labraunda have been changing the historical identity of the road between Milas and Labraunda day by day.
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Considering these identified information, it can be said that the road should be approached not only from a planning problem but also a con servation and development view. Accordingly, based on the information gathered in the phase of the "understanding of the road between Milas and Labraunda and the cultural accumu lation on and around it" together with the data derived from the documents and excavations as well as the existing situation of the region, the stage of assessing the road should be continued with an overall assessment of the components of the cultural accumulation.
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In this respect, all of the components of the cultural accumulation on and around the ancient road between Milas and Labraunda should be evaluated according to their strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats; indi vidually (Table 3) . Afterwards, according to these data derived, zones showing clusters of the components of cultural accumulation -because of their togetherness -should be iden tified. These two groups of From an Ancient Road to a Cultural Route information assist to highlight the objectives of the cultural route project, significance of place, theme of the final model, general decisions and therefore a basis for the priority of implementation regarding the proposed cultural route for the road between Milas and Labraunda. From an Ancient Road to a Cultural Route
